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fisheries are operated near the mouth of the Amur, and off
the shores of Kamchatkha, especially along the western side
of the peninsula. Herring and salmon are caught (see
p. 342).

Murmansk is the centre of the northern fisheries. God
and herring form the greater part of the catch.

Fishing is also carried on in the Black Sea, the Sea of
Azov, and at the mouths of the Ob, Yenessei, and Lena, in
Siberia. Since 1932 a large number of ponds for the breeding
of fresh-water fish have been constructed near Leningrad and
Moscow, and supply considerable quantities of fish to the
urban markets.

SOME SPECIAL PROBLEMS OF SOVIET AGRICULTURE
Marshes and Bogs
About 6 per cent, of the entire surface of the U.S.S.R. is
covered with marsh or bog.1
A great deal of attention has been paid to utilizing the
marsh and bog lands agriculturally. Apart from the enormous
growth of the peat industry, for the purpose of obtaining
fuel and chemical by-products, peat is extensively used in the
northern lands as mulch and cattle litter, and also as manure.
In some cases it is previously saturated with a chemical solution
containing the necessary fertilizers; in others, phosphoric iron
oxide, found in the lower layers of peat bogs, renders the peat
a natural fertilizer. In 1939 43,000 collective farms were
using peat fertilizers.
The draining, drying, and ploughing (largely by mechan-
ical means) of large areas of bog has taken place on a large
scale, and near Murmansk, Leningrad, Archangel, and in
the Kirov and Kursk districts excellent yields of vegetables
are obtained from former bogs. In the Kursk district, and
1 According to A. A. Yavrilov (op. cit.)9 in 1927 in European Russia
alone 80 million hectares of land were unfit for cultivation and in need of
improvement if they were to be made productive. One-fifth of this area
was in the north-west, with a superabundance of water and badly drained
soils. About one-sixth was in the arid districts of the south and south-east.